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�


	Disclaimer





Okay, I did the German-->English translation. I do however have absolutely no connection to the author(s) or distributing channels of the programs or any associated part of it. I do not know him and have never been in contact with him to my knowledge. The same goes the other way around. This is just my own, personal translation of some documentation, folks. It has not been checked by the author of the original German document, nor is it known to him, that I did this translation.


Therefore, save the effort - I can and will not answer any question arising in using this trans-lation or the programs for that part. Use, comment, change and distribute this translation as you need. But note the limitations!





If I could afford it, I would spend more time travelling the world, trying to learn more about foreign languages and cultures, and maybe be able to do better translations...   


have fun! Helge
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VBDis3 - DER Discompiler for Visual Basic 3.0





This discompiler produces the complete sourcefiles from compilated Visual Basic (VB) programs, including the forms. The purpose of this version is not meant to hack programs of other programmers, but to demonstrate how much of the sourcecode is taken from the comipler into the executable programs. I do think this is something to think about - like for which program this kind of information made? The runtime-version does not need this information and yet, they are implemented, at least to some extant, on purpose.





The installation of the discompiler is easy:


Copy the archieve into a new directory (eg. VBDIS) and decompress it. If you already have done so, you will find next to the


program VBDIS3.EXE a few datafiles, which are necessary for the discompilation. An instatllation is not required, the discompiler does not need to make an changes in the win.ini...





The usage of the discompiler is also easy:


- start program from the menu ‘Öffnen* (open) and take the program you want to dis-compile


- choose the directory to which the sources should be discompiled. With ‘Neu’ (new) you can make a new directory with the 


  above mentioned name. The chosen directory must be displayed as open before you leave the file-dialogue!


- now the discompiler can start and produce the sourcecode, if the program was produced with VB 3.0. If you try to discompile another program, the discompiler itself of a protected program, you will get an error message.


- in the first run the discompiler is producing a few BAS-files in text format and the FRM-files (but those in binary format). This step is necessary, since the creation of the forms n textformat without the help of the custom controls (VBX) often not possible is. Save the project at this state and leave the interpreter.


- now choose in discompiler’s menu ‘Forms zusammenfügen’ (join forms) and the code is going to be added to the forms (also possible with an editor, but not that convinient)


- ready - the program can be started in the interpreter.





During the discompilation there are error message possible, which can hopefully be intercepted and do not hang the program. Please note the comments and, that the background records for them were not produced through disassembling the runtimesystem, so they might be incomplete. A few constructions within the programs might also cause errors, which have not been observed before and therefore can not be dealt with.





The description of custom-controls is embedded in the datafiles with the extension ‘300’ (for VB 3.0). If the program is using additional controls through extro VBX-files, the discompiler has naturally no chance of interpreting them in a correct manner. Here the program VBCtrl, which analyses and saves VBX-files for the usage in the discompiler helps. If the discompiler is finding an unknown control, start VBCtrl, which saves the description of this control and continue to discompilate.





On starting the programs the interpreter might find a few mistakes, mainly due to missing or incorrect types of variables or arguments when calling functions. Those informations you need to find out and corect yourself. The names and datatypes of variables and functions is only implemented in the profi-version. While comparing with your source code you might find missing variables and constants, and strange arguments of sub-programs (eg. p, p, p); these symptoms arise because not all varialbes or sub-programs and arguments could be detected, so the discompiler is unable to identify the datatypes.





Please notice in the source-code the names of the forms and the controls, which have been put into the executable program by the compiler. Even with the exact spacing of the lines, which also have been taken from the original code with great detail. Every variable states exactly, if it was written in the code with or without typ assignment. You can easily proof to this with your own programs and compare the code obtained by using the discompiler and your original programed code.





�
VBCtrl - the Custom Control Tool





VBCtrl analyses EXE and VBX files and extracts the properties and events of the saved controls wihin them. The usage needs some quick training, which should be done here:





Start VBCtrl and open the wished for file. All VBX-files are analysed automatically and a window with a few lists opens up. In the left list all possible entry-point of the file are listed. Your job will be to find all procedures, which belong to the custom controls.





In the most VBX files all control-procedures are to be identified by their name xxxCTRLPROC (see CDK!). Choose the first of this name. The window in the middle will display a list of all links to this procedure, of which one should be the looked for control table/record. If you do not find the appropriate name,or if the tables can not be interpreted, try one entry-point after the other. Normally you will hit it somewhere.





Chose from the window in the middle an address, in the right window the assumed record will be displayed. If you got a error message the liklyhood that you did the right table, is smal. Look for the classname (CN) and default-control-name (DN), here the texts should be readable. At the first entry you can identify the VB-version (100 = VB 1.0, 200 = VB 2.0, 300 = VB 3.0), here one of the values should be found. All other information of the values can be looked up in the CDK, every line is equal to one content item of the control-modul structure, the letters in the beginning of each line are abbreviations for this element in the structure. If you find more tables with the same control name, choose the one with the highest version-no.





With the button on top of the right listbox you copy all information belonging to this controlelement into the katalogoue, which is needed by the discompiler for the handling of this control. This katalouge is displayed in another window.


The display of properties and events enables smal corrections, which you can do if needed. Especially in the standard controls (implemented within VBRUN300) the names and the parameters to this events are missing, some datatypes are not documented and have to be added manually. To enable this an edit-field above the event-list can take in the required parameters as a string. This is done, e.g. with the help-button, giving all information available to the current event. The argument list can be copy-and pasted into the field.


The standard-properties are not standard - the datatypes are not documented anywhere and some names are missing. This should not disrupt, since the discompiler automatically checks for this and properties without a name are of no use within a program. The standard-collections are automatically checked by the discompiler, but for custom-controls there is no possiblity to define or use collections. You should not change the discriptions of the standard-controls(VBRUN300.300), for there might be information saved, which can not be guaranteied to be reproduced by VBCtrl.





If you have found and described all controls of a VBX-file in the cataloge, save the definition. A file with the name of the VBX-file and the extension ‘.300’ is produced. This is used by the discompiler to interpret all places, where controls have been used in the program.





I have decided to limitate VBCtrl so that the shown information can not be saved. This enables the testing of the discompiler, but (practically) limitates it only to your own programs, which do not have special custom-controls. I regard this also as a protection against discompilation of all published programs. But if you do not protect you programs against discompilation in the future, you are giving away your source-code to everyone who is having a discompiler for Visual Basic.





In the light version the saving and optimising of the programs should be possible. I would like to ask the users for patience at this time.





�
For you notice





The new version of the discompiler is 3.38, from July 1995 - all older version are out of date. 3.38 is beta, the next offical version should be 3.40. Small changes like changing the records can occur, without the need to change the actual program. This is a possibiltiy for example if the discompiler is pointing out unknown tokens. In this case you should try to see that you are using the newest records and if this does not help, send the program, which led to the error message, to the author so the records can be updated.





Next to the demo-version there is a Light-version of the discompiler available. In respect to the demo version it will


- not quite on unknown custom-controls


- not artificially slow down the program


- grant 1 year updates without additional charges





You can order this light version with the registration formula included in the archieve.





Still in the works is a profi-version, which should have the following features:


- discompiling of big programs


- manual input of names, datatypes for variables and sub-programs


- comparison of produced and used source code


- all custom-controls


- help with optimising the program


- optimising of the compiled programs


- export of the programs to other languages (C++, Pascal)





Some of the option might be taken into the light-version, the details are not known yet. The profi-version is going to be distributed professionally, no final deals are made so far. The optimising of own programs should be possible with the light version - to which extent is unknown right now. Since this function is belong to the VB-Tools and not to the discompiler, the future will see only on package with the tools and the discompiler, since most of the users have registered for both.








The future





[shortened to great extent]


- discompiler will be important in optimizing programs in the future


- optimizing will cover removing unnecessary tokens, datatype conversions, names


- please continue to comment on the programs


- Windows 95 and VB 4.0 are new fields. All VB3.0 development should be finished by then.





have fun


DoDi


(MausNet: Hans-Peter Diettrich @ S)























